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Dear Mir Sahib,

            I would like to thank the All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS) and
its jury members for having honoured me with the prestigious APNS award in
the category of Best Investigative Report. However, I would like to inform you
that as a matter of principle, I cannot receive the award from a military dictator
General Pervez Musharraf who has violated the Constitution time and again and
has no respect for the supreme law of the land. 

I believe that journalism is a noble profession that implies freedom of
_expression. On the contrary, however, the chief-guest of the APNS award
ceremony has no respect for the utter motto of journalism because of his being a
military dictator who does not believe in freedom of _expression and cannot
tolerate difference of opinion. Hence, although honoured much by the APNS, my
receiving the award from the General on May 26, 2006 in Islamabad would add a
twinge of disgrace to the spirit of the worthy APNS souvenir. 

However, I do not want to relinquish the opportunity to receive my award and
that also without creating any fuss in the ceremony. I therefore request you to
kindly ensure that during the APNS award distribution ceremony on May 26, I
am given my award either by the APNS President or by any other journalist. I
hope my contention would be received in good faith. 

Thank you 

Amir Mir


